ENGLISH EXAM                            AOUT 2007
I -TRANSLATION TEST

The scale of the exodus of refugees fleeing violence in Iraq has prompted a "humanitarian crisis", a conference in Jordan has heard. 

More than two million Iraqis have left their war-ravaged homeland. The UN says about 50,000 more people leave Iraq each month, mostly to Jordan and Syria which want international help to ease the burden on their services. The UN refugee agency says the mass displacement is threatening the region's stability. It says the wave of displacement sparked by the war in Iraq is the biggest in the Middle East since 1948, when hundreds of thousands of Palestinians fled the newly created Israel. "The humanitarian duty calls upon all of us to look more seriously at the size of the problem and acknowledge that there is a real humanitarian crisis," Muhammad Hajj Hamoud, secretary general of Iraq's foreign ministry, told the summit for Iraq's neighbours, as well as the UN, US and UK. He added that efforts to stem the flow of refugees by Iraq's neighbours - who now impose tougher entry restrictions - resulted in cases of mistreatment at border crossings. The Jordanian delegate, for his part, focused on security issues, warning that background checks were needed before people were allowed to stay. One refugee in Jordan, Grandmother Najla Abda Karim Saleh, fled with her son and daughter. Another daughter was killed in sectarian violence. She told the BBC she wanted help from the UN to bring her four grandchildren to safety in Amman, the Jordanian capital. "We have lost [our] house, we are lost, my daughter is lost, my son [is] lost... help this family please," she wept. Jordan and Syria want some assurance that the Iraqis will either eventually return to their homeland or be resettled elsewhere.
From BBC Thursday 26 July 2007, 
II-WRITING A DESCRIPTION

Last year, you visited the Botanic Garden of Bingerville.

Write a full description of what you saw  
Focusing on the people, the atmosphere and your emotions, how you felt during the visit
 Describe the scene so clearly that your reader will feel as if he or she were there. 
The coherence of your writing and the respect of the grammar rules will be taken into account.

  NB: 30 lines at least.

Duration: 1H 30

